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Writilt.f6jew. o.lipo is Ibc IeCIIDd 01 pod! 
~ Ian MaK's baeD lObe publiIbrJd by Make 
Now Preu (Ibc filii beiaa F .. Iy ~Y IIItd 
Odwr '-, 2004). 11Ie1ide ibdf~ dial !he 
IIIIIIIer 01 !he book coasilb 01 • Ieries of stylistic 
exaa.es- poems wriltCllllCCOl'ding 10 one or more 
oldie literaly ~ts developed over die yea", 
by rile memben of rile Fmx:h wrilinS circle Oulipo 
(OUI"";' til lin/ralarr pot~,"irl/~, or !he Woritshop 
for Pucenlial LilenilUre). Oulipan IiIenlUJ'e is IlOl 

only formal bul conceptual: il usually reIcS_le, 
IWTlIlive conlenllo a secondary role. For Ihme !hal 
rae! poetry 10 deliahl in ira artifice IIIId in die skill 
01 its prKIitioDen. Oulipln Ii1enwre can be a very 
utistyiDaeaperieDce; f_oId1econfeasionallyric, 
or 01 epic: namDve, Ihoush, would be ..tvised 10 
led elaewllere, 

11Ie .- effmive poems in WritiIt.f$ for 1M 
Ordipo elicit die _ lIDI:BIIIIy facinalion as any 
c:ompIell piece of macbinay. Monk bas a wllC:h
mat.e.-'s ~biIily and pride in cnft. aDd is It his 
best wilen soldering Ieaaa into _ eIepnt IIIId 

iJJIpnJWIIe _ ~ 11Ie ~ forlbc 

IaIkr is wbedIcr III 0I1bcae poems ~ word! wind
Ina up fbr I IeCIIDd a-. 

TIle boot's ope_, -a-qe 10 Oeorpl 
Paec; is a ~ lei of six univocalisms- leJtts 
!bat UliIizICaaly one ~ inlbdr~ ........ 
in Ibc boot. I NIaIDd.--. "0lIl Q. Adair', A \bid," 
crIIiqueI Adair'. ___ 01 "'-'I La DUptmI-

tiOII into Baaliah. withaal .... Ibc Ieaa' "eM (Ibc 
lime QOIIIIniDl- IIjpopIun- 1baI aptnIn in bodt 
!he oriainaJ aDd !he 1I'IDIIaIioo). The.- utisfyins 
oIdae univocaJisms is "0--0," I rewri1in& of 
HamIet'I "To be or not 10 be" lOIiloquy as a 1OIIIIet: 
"To do or not 10 do: Gods, bow 10 opt?'" 

Univocaliml is a pcMaful coaceil, bur one dial 
bas aJrady beca utilized 10 bear:r effect elKWbere. 
CIIriIciaa 16k '.1:.ttHa (eo.:Il Houae Boob, 200 I) 
is IInICWIed -..I1bc lime univocalic conatrainI. 
bur ealeDlb it OYer Ibc \atatb 01 an entire book (full 
diaclolure: I edited ~). c:omp.riaa Ibc IeJtIs in 
_ and subject produces a.ud !'CIU .... Boch. for 

eumpIe, end up writing lurid and IDIII1I)' IiIde IIOriea 
about alellual ~ bctwa:nAlfred Jmy', Ubu 
and a _ named Lulu. 

Monk: 
Ur-IUIII snuffs Lulu'l musk 
IuaIfuI Guna-cum-Ubus cup Lulu', dup 
16k: 
Ubu cups Lulu'l dup; Ubu nabs 
LuIu'I baas; dIus Lulu _ pull Ubu'l pud. 

\ 

\lIlh( Jill{" ,abr 
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Sucb IyadInJaic ec:boeI 
aboaDd IIIrouPoat Ibc two 
piecles. bur ~ IiRIy Ibc effect 
of two writen deliberately 
wortina ~ lbc_limiIed 
vocabuJariea Idler dian Ibc 
!'CIUh of COIIIcious IIlusioa 
OD Monk'i pen. (As a IIIIUII 
of 8 CODYenalion betweca 
!he two writcn, 16k believes 
thaI Monk wrote "HOftIII8e 
to GeorJes Perec" witboul 
knowledge of &uoo;a ' i ellis
!mOe ... which is a sbame, be
c:&ll1e il would have been tnaly 
enlertainins to R&d Monk 
-mptins 10 rrwri!c EuIto;Q 

al rull lensth.) II', enoush 
10 confirm, in a paranoid 
but ne\'crtheless entertainins 
rashion. thaI cac:h yowei ba.. 
iu own distinct ~ily: 

die U. ribald and lewd. the I. 
self-absorbed aDd romanlic, 
and IOOD. 

,.. !he ima,e 0I1bc J!njsma ftUldtine 011 Ibc 
book'i COYeI'sugem. ~ is ac:cJlllida1lbleelemem 
of dec:odins nocesury for Ibc enjoyment of Wriling' 
jew rIw OII1ipo. For thole unfamiliar willi OUH .... IiI
er8IY forms. it may be belpfullo have Hmy Mathew, 
and Alastair 8/Q1d\1e's Ottlipo COIIIpendium (Make 
Now PIess,~) elooe II band while porins oyer 
die rat 01 this book. .. men: ~ lID _ reprdift8 
Ibc stnamDe 0I1bc indiYidual pieces. 

MOIIi".. ~', NnsJbiIity, 

Some, auc:h .. "Two SesWlapaminas. "can be 
puuJod out by Ibc uainitilled. A IeIIina coasilll of 
six six-line ~ foIIooINd by • dne-Iine IIanza 
(1a'eeI); _, e.ch _ ends with !be same 

..... UIDd in~combinIIionseachlime, and 
Ibc tm:et COIIIains all 0I1bc1e ..... usually with 
two per lme. In Monk', -mas. eadlline il a110 an 
anaarmn of Ibc odIen. JIIOCIucins IIanzu like !he 
followina, from "JmmeauraIIIe Di_": 

A~, asunbeam"limi'" 
a mcaI', baaic: itrems: under 
... _ laminated music, 

sad American bluet-times, 
as aIain aim clues, became 
a _'I dim 1lUb-INIIeriaI, 

Since dab II1USeS '1IIIICriaI, 
as a cane, dumb--.-limill, 
(Laura', mind is lei) became 
baaic: e-mail"1Ieam under 
bemused canals' air. lime's 
an Arab .-I', mile music:. 

0Iha- forms. sudI as dial utilized in "The Russian 
Doll." are specific: 10 die Oulipo. In Q RU!lSian Doll 
poem, each IIanZa is contained entirely within !he 
stanza dial follows it: 

-eg brand 
lODa 

fisht whk1I 
someblad 
mishl!cll: 
an imp 

in this c:entnll 
ward 10 brandJSh 
n:asonabIe 

delight whid! ~ 
hanIbome bid. IIOd 
lands' misht !cUins 
how an impress 
vena this pound 

... and 10 on. Similarly, "SnowballinS and Mehins" 
ellpands and c:ontracIlI line lensths by a sinSIe let
ter. 

I 
'II 
DOW 

undo 
thoee 
facile, 

ancient 
promises. 
AmuIement 
(ninefold) 
bedons, 

Oulipan Jacques Roubaud'i blurb on die bad. 
oftbe book is well takm. Monk euel. when dealing 
willi diftic:uh COIIIInIinb. but Ibc poenu in this col
Icction which uIiIize simpler COIIIIraiDl$ often have 
a IliJhtness about them. readins more like wodtbook 
ex.ercires thanli_ . 

Any rei! n:servations I have about WritingJ 
for 1M o.lipo stem from Ibc ~for" in !he book's 
title. The Oulipo bas IIwaY' been a cloloed c:oceric: 
of writcn, IIIId Monk, !he younsest 01 its memben, 
exudes more than • little 8IIIliety of inft_ here. 
Surel) Monk ha Ions silICIC earned all of bis avanl
prde meril badsn aDd achieved full standina with 
lhe other luminaries on Mounl Oulipus. Insofar 
lIS poetry is '"for" anytluns, thesr poems could be 

directed outward raIber than beinS packqed as a 
_ ~ of cnII. In a soc:iety obsessed 
with aecurit), borderlines. and information control, 
the practice of c:omIrainl·based writing has much 
poIilical poIenIw dial bas yet 10 be tapped. 

Danrn Wn-lhIr,·Hrnry:' mo. ' n('_ f>cooA.. at? 'Ole 
Iron Whim: A fragmented Hi5lory of Typewriling 
atul apostrophe (M'i lh Bill K",n~dy). H~ I~arh~. 

NWNrIUn' ,'ali()ff .,utI' .. J al Wilfrid /..au,i" lIniwrsiQ 
in Onluri(~. 


